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• Some good repair sources:	iFixit,	The	Restart	Project,	U.S.	PIRG, Louis	
Rossmann,	and	The	Repair	Association.
•	 Get	your	goods	repaired	at	local	independent	repair	stores	or	pop-ups.	
• Some nearby repair options: the	 London	 Thing	 Library,	 Cellular	
Magician,	 TechAlley	 Computers,	 Repair	 Cafe	 Toronto, Toronto	 Tool	 Library,	 and	
Kitchener-Waterloo	Library	of	Things.
•	 Modify	your	consumption	patterns.	
•	 Consume	 slowly	 and	 in	 moderation.	 Do	 not	 be	 so	 easily	 persuaded	 by	 good	




















ii. Governments and Corporations
•	 Strict	legislation	should	be	put	in	place	with	regards	to	repair	accessibility,	
corporations’	anti-repair	strategies,	and	waste	handling.	





•	 Rather	 	 than	 perishable,	 disposable	 products	 with	 short	 lifespans,	
corporations	 should	 make	 more	 sustainable,	 durable	 products	 with	 the	
environment	and	consumer	in	mind	(products	with	repairable,	reusable,	or	circular	
designs,	like	Adidas’	Futurecraft	Loop	shoe).
•	 Increased	 company	 transparency	 about	 product	 manufacturing	 and	
distribution	 as	 required	 by	 the	 government	 (ex.	 France	 adding	 repairability	
scores	to	products	in	stores,	or	companies	releasing	unfiltered	reports	about	
























































• Future events: Fixing	Digital	Locks	(2	Sep.	2021	at	6pm	EST),	Big	Data	
at	the	Margins	Event	(7	and	8	Oct.	2021	at	7-9	pm	EST),	and	the	Canadian	Repair	
Summit	(28	Oct.	2021,	more	information	forthcoming).
•	 Continuing	 to	 improve	 and	 update	 Dr.	 Centivany’s	 website,	 Innovative	















•	 Electronics	are	made	of	 rare	earth	metals	and	minerals	 that	must	be	extracted	 from	the	earth,	







• Human cost: Lives	are	risked	via	occupational	and	community	exposure.
• Occupational exposure: Direct	exposure	to	toxins	at	work.
i. Economic Factors
•	 The	only	parties	that	stand	to	benefit	financially	from	obstructing	repair	and	touting	replacement	






•	 This	 number	 could	 be	 indicative	 of	 larger	 worldwide	 savings,	 and	 demonstrates	 what	 unnecessary	 repair	
monopolization	has	cost	consumers	over	the	years.
•	 Repair	 supports	 and	 strengthens	 local	 economies	 and	workers,	 and	 enables	 resale	markets. 
















• Research goals: To	 take	 a	 multi-faceted,	 interdisciplinary	
approach	 to	 research	and	examine	 the	Right	 to	Repair	movement’s	
progress,	current	repair	practices,	impediments,	and	imperatives,	and	
the	various	large-scale	implications	(environmental,	economic,	social,	




this	 movement	 include	 agriculture,	 healthcare,	 automotive,	 military,	
technology,	government,	and	more.	However,	repair	affects	everyone,	
not	just	corporations.
•	 Over	 the	 years,	 Original	 Equipment	 Manufacturers	 (OEMs)	 have	
monopolized	the	repair	process	for	money-making	purposes,	making	























product	 batteries	 and	 lifespans,	




•	 Privatizing	 repair	 and	
diagnostic	manuals




through	 finicky	 design	 choices,	
such	as	gluing	and	soldering	parts	
as	opposed	to	using	screws
•	 Suing	 third-party	 repair	
companies	 or	 regular	 people	
who	 attempt	 to	 repair	 devices	
themselves	due	to	copyright	law




•	 Deliberately	 taking	 too	 much	
time	to	repair	devices
Some common profit-oriented, anti-
competitive tactics employed by OEMs that 












•	 To	 minimize	 (e-)waste	 by	 extending	 useful	 life	 of	 products,	 thus	
keeping	them	out	of	landfills	for	longer.	
•	 Miners	excavate	the	land	and	sea,	e-waste	scavengers	forage	through	landfills	for	precious	metals	and	salvageable	







• Community exposure:	Indirect	and	direct	exposure	in	lived	communities. 
•	 Affects	everyone,	but	children	and	pregnant	women	are	most	at	risk.	Toxicants	transmitted	via	inhalation,	ingestion,	
transplacental	exposure,	and	dermal	exposure.	
• Health issues from repeated toxic exposure: bone	damage,	liver	damage,	lung	damage,	kidney	
damage,	immune	system	suppression,	allergies,	adverse	behavioral	effects,	cancer,	growth	suppression,	etc.	















Background photograph credits: Leonid Danilov on Pexels
• 53.6 Mt of e-waste total produced in 2019
• 43.7 Mt (82.6%) unknown, undocumented e-waste (traded, 
recycled, dumped illegally)
• 9.3 Mt (17.4%) formally recycled globally
• 74.7 Mt estimated to be produced by 2030
• 0.6 Mt estimated to have ended up in residual waste bins in EU 
countries
Percentage of E-waste Recycled by Continent in 2019
These numbers reflect 
a more sinister reality 
and inherent privileges 
possessed by ‘developed’ 
countries; extant or more 
resources and income for 
recycling and disposal, 
and the means to expel 
and relegate their e-waste. 
The leading recyclers also 
tend to dispose of their 
e-waste - often illegally - 
in developing countries, 
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